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ATLANTA (March 27, 2012) – The Southern Region of the U.S. Forest Service yesterday 

granted a request from Greenfire Law, on behalf of Georgia Forest Watch, the Sierra Club and 

Wilderness Watch, to stay a decision by the national forests in Georgia, South Carolina and 

North Carolina to allow boating on the upper segment of the Chattooga Wild and Scenic River. 

 

“The six appeals we received on this decision have raised a number of complex issues,” said Ken 

Arney, Deputy Regional Forester for the Southern Region and the appeal reviewing officer for 

this decision. “Granting Greenfire Law’s stay request will allow a meaningful administrative 

appeal process to continue based on the merits of each appellant’s issues.” 

 

While the appeal process continues, status quo will be maintained on the river, which will delay 

a move the agency made less than two weeks ago to open the upper river to boaters. Now boaters 

will have to wait until the agency makes the final administrative decision for each of the six 

appeals. 

 

For more information on recreation uses on the upper segment of the Chattooga Wild and Scenic 

River, please visit http://fs.usda.gov/scnfs. 
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